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1 . FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE BY 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN ON AN IF ASKED BASIS (NOTE: SUBJECT NOT 
RAISED AT 9/14 PRESS BRIEFING). 

2. BEGIN QUOTE 

Q: THE EMBASSY OF PANAMA YESTERDAY WAS CRITICAL OF U.S. DE- 
LAY IN RE-OPENING TALKS ON THE CANAL TREATY. DO YOU HAVE 
ANY COMMENT ON THIS? 

A: NO DATE HAS AS YET BEEN FIXED FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF 
TALKS WITH PANAMA, BUT I WANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES IS COMMITTED TO A SERIOUS EFFORT TO ACCOMMODATE THE 
MUTUAL INTERESTS AND ASPIRATIONS OF BOTH THE UNITED STATES 
AND PANAMA. BOTH SIDES HAVE MADE PROGRESS IN THE LAST TWO 
AND A HALF YEARS BUT SEVERAL DIFFICULT ISSUES REMAIN. EACH 
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DOING THE TOUGH HOMEWORK NECESSARY FOR THE NEXT TALKS. 

Q: CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT AMBASSADOR BUNKER DID INDEED MEET 
WITH THE NEGOTIATORS OF THE GOP IN THE PAST FEW DAYS? 

A: AMBASSADOR BUNKER AND HIS DEPUTIES LUNCHED INFORMALLY 
WITH AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ-REVILLA ON SEPTEMBER 8 HERE IN 
WASHINGTON. 

Q:WHAT DID AMBASSADOR BUNKER TELL THE PANAMANIANS REGARD- 
ING THE NEGOTIATIONS? 

A: I CANNOT COMMENT IN DETAIL ON DISCUSSIONS WHICH AMBAS- 
SADOR BUNKER HAS HAD WITH THE PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR HERE. 

(SPOKESMAN: IF PRESSED, YOU MAY CONTINUE AS FOLLOWS: I 
WOULD POINT OUT, HOWEVER, THAT THE PRESS REPORT TO WHICH 
YOU REFER IS INCOMPLETE AND DOES NOT GIVE A BALANCED AC- 
COUNT OF THE CONVERSATION WHICH THE TWO NEGOTIATORS 
HAD HERE. AS I HAVE SAID, NO DATE HAS BEEN FIXED FOR THE 
NEXT ROUND OF TALKS WITH PANAMA BUT THE PREPARATIONS FOR 
SUCH A ROUND ARE GOING FORWARD AND WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO 
SERIOUS EFFORT TO ACCOMMODATE THE MUTUAL INTERESTS AND 
ASPIRATIONS OF BOTH COUNTRIES. 

Q: IS THERE ANY SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE TO THE STUDENT 
RIOTING IN PANAMA? 

A: WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE RECENT DISTURBANCES ARE CON- 
CERNED MAINLY WITH ECONOMIC ISSUES IN THE REPUBLIC OF 
PANAMA - PARTICULARLY THE PRICE OF FOOD COMMODITIES. 

Q: THEY ARE NOT IN SOME WAY CONNECTED TO THE CANAL NE- 
GOTIATIONS? 

A: NOT AS FAR AS WE KNOW. ROBINSON 
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